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Dear Residents:
It is hard to be-

lieve that we are 
at the end of the 
2016-2017 school 
year. When I look 
back on our time 
together, I am so 
grateful for the

opportunity to serve as your superinten-
dent of schools. Thank you for sharing 
your beautiful children and working col-
laboratively with us to propel our school 
district toward World Class status.

In 2016-17, I saw evidence of progress 
in so many areas, but especially in our 
dedication to bringing STEAM (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, and 
Math) initiatives into our classrooms in 
every school. The interests of our students 
in these areas were especially evident 
at our recent Science Extravaganza, RJ 
Bailey’s STEAM on the Hudson event, 
and our annual Art Gallery Opening 
at Town Hall, where we celebrated the 
arts and where our student artwork is 
currently (and proudly) on display.

In this issue of Spotlight, you will 
see profiles of Chanya Holness, our 
valedictorian, and Kaisy Gutierrez, our 
salutatorian. I am so proud of these two 
young women as they move on in life, 
where they will no doubt experience great 
success and fulfillment. I am also proud 
of the Class of 2017, whose members 

A Letter from the 
Superintendent

A Word from the Board of Education
Dear Residents:

As we begin closing out another 
school year, it is a pleasure to review 
with you the Board of Education’s 
objectives for the 2016-17 school 
year and where the District stands 
in accomplishing and moving closer 
to meeting those objectives.

1. Putting a device in the hands 
of each student.

School connectivity is a priority in 
Greenburgh, and we have begun that work 
by vastly improving connectivity throughout 
the District. 

• With Smart Schools Bond funding of 
$451,876, which we hope to receive in 2017-
18, Greenburgh will upgrade and replace 
network switches, establish additional 
wireless access points, and develop the 
infrastructure for high-speed access anywhere 
in the District. 

• We have purchased 455 Chromebooks 
for the use of students in grades 3-8, 80  
iPads for our kindergarten and first-grade 
students, and we plan to purchase an 
additional 700 Chromebooks in 2017-18 
for students in second grade and students at 
Woodlands High School.

• We have also established a draft 
Technology Plan which includes teacher-
generated goals for elementary grade levels for 
creativity and innovation, communication 
and collaboration, research and information 
fluency, critical thinking, problem solving 
and decision making, digital citizenship, and 
technology operations and concepts.

• Our technology goals in the secondary 
schools are pending, but have already included 
the expansion of Hour of Code to one week, 

a robotic surgery program at White 
Plains Hospital Center, cloud-based 
computing using Google Apps and 
Google Classroom, and a robotics 
team that has been competing at the 
regional and state levels. 

• To gauge the success of our 
classroom technology, we have 
identified Brightbytes Clarity for 

Teachers, a survey tool that permits them 
to gather information about technology use 
and needs.

2. Expand Stakeholder Engagement
This goal focused on continuing to develop 

partnerships with business and community-
based organizations to secure additional 
resources to support district programs. We 
have enjoyed a number of successes in this 
area, including:

• Our continued partnership with the 
Theodore Young Community Center, which 
includes implementation of the My Brother’s 
Keeper program for our young male students, 
thanks to a grant of $141,000 from the 
program.

• Partnerships with White Plains Hospital 
Center and Phelps Memorial Hospital 
Center and their surgical robotics programs, 
visited and used by our Woodlands High 
School students. 

• A continuing connection with Greenburgh 
police and fire department personnel, who have 
volunteered their time and ideas at numerous 
District events including our Superintendent’s 
Teas, Dads Take Your Child to School Day, 
and the popular “Greenburgh Chopped” 
cooking challenge held at Woodlands Middle/
High School recently. Continued on page 7

Continued on page 8



Our Children. Our Focus. Our Future.

2

Meet Our Valedictorian and Salutatorian
A Conversation with Chanya Holness

Chanya Holness, the Woodlands High School Valedictorian for 
the Class of 2017, moved to Greenburgh when she was 11 years old. 
She is the youngest of five siblings and the daughter of Sheshonya 
Rivero and Anthony Holness.

She will be attending Stony Brook University, 
where she will major in sociology, but would like 
to use that major to eventually work on social 
justice issues.

Q. How does it feel to be the Valedictorian of 
the Class of 2017?

A. It feels really good. But at the same time, I 
realize that I still have places to go and things to do. 
I don’t plan on resting on my laurels. 

Q. When you look back on your time in 
Greenburgh, can you think of particular 
teachers who had an impact on your life?

A. When I first came here, my fifth-grade 
teacher at RJ Bailey, Mrs. (Jennifer) Menddoza, 
actually kick-started everything for me. I was an 
introverted student, but she encouraged me to 
speak up and participate in classes. I feel like she 
sensed something in me, and she helped me to 
overcome my shyness. She believed in me when 
she didn’t really know me, and I’ll always be 
grateful for that. My 10th-grade English teacher, 
Ms. (Heather) Rocker, knew that I had an interest 
in social justice issues. In her class, we read a lot 
of different books dealing with social justice and she encouraged us 
to broaden our horizons and the way we viewed the world. At one 
point, we had to create a video about a book we read and mine was 
about “Catcher in the Rye,” but I tied it into the issue of human 
trafficking, something I feel strongly about.

Q. What would your Dad say is the most special thing about you?
A.  My Dad would say that I’m very focused. Now that I’m a 

senior, you know how our parents get sentimental? Well, when I 
was in prekindergarten, he told me: “Chanya, always do your best. 
Whatever you do, be number one, even if it’s your own number 
one.” I said, “I will, Daddy.” Now that I’m graduating, he keeps 
remembering that conversation we had years ago.

Q. Any ideas about what you would like to do for a living someday?
A. I’m still interested in human rights and social justice issues, so I 

hope to find a career in that area.

Q. Would you say you’re self-motivated?
I would say that nobody has to really tell me to do my work or 

study. It’s just that I know that if I have something to do, I’ll try to 
get it done, especially when I’m given a challenge or task. Although 
plenty of people in your life can push you, you’re not going to excel 
unless you really want to. 

A Conversation with Kaisy Gutierrez
Kaisy Gutierrez, Woodlands High School’s 2017 salutatorian, is one 

of four girls in the Gutierrez family. She is the third daughter of Ambrosia 
and Fredy Gutierrez, who were both immigrants to this country. Kaisy 

has a 26-year-old sister who is attending college in 
upstate New York, a 24-year-old sister who earned 
a master’s degree from Iona College, and a 13-year-
old sister who attends Woodlands High School. Her 
mother is originally from the Dominican Republic 
and her father from Peru. In this interview, she talks 
about her family, her education in Greenburgh, and 
her hopes for the future.

In the fall, Kaisy will attend Binghamton 
University, where she will enter as a liberal arts 
student. Her favorite subject through the years, 
however, has been math.

Q.  What teacher or teachers in Greenburgh 
have had an impact on your life as a student 
here?

A. (Woodlands High School Guidance Director) 
Dr. (Joseph) Foy has been one of the influencers in 
my life. I didn’t go to guidance much in my earlier 
years at the high school, but then met him last year 
through my friends who were seniors. Dr. Foy likes 
to keep it real with me, even if he’s giving me advice 
I may not want to hear.  My favorite class would 
have to be Trigonometry/Algebra II with Neil 
Dahan, a class I took in junior year. My favorite 
subject has always been math. Out of all my classes, 

I comprehend math the best and each year I seem to get better at it.

Q. Can you identify any challenges you’ve had to overcome as 
a student?

A. I would say that one challenge was understanding how 
competitive the college search can be. Especially during my sophomore 
year, I can remember hearing about students who were getting into 
competitive colleges. Also, for me, taking Advanced Placement classes 
was a challenge.  Once I started in AP classes, I realized I would have 
to apply myself more than I had been.  I began taking AP classes in 
the first semester of junior year and at first, it was difficult. But by the 
second semester, I got into the rhythm and it got a bit easier.

Q. What would your mother say is the most special thing about you?
A. I actually overheard my mom talking to my grandmother once, 

and she was telling my grandmother that I am humble. I liked hear-
ing that.

Q. Would you say you’re self-motivated?
A. Yes, and I think I’m harder on myself than my parents were on 

me. My parents are both immigrants. They motivate me but they 
weren’t hard on me because they didn’t know what the education 
system was like here. I tend to get frustrated at myself if I don’t get 
good grades. 

Chanya Holness

Kaisy Gutierrez

Continued on page 8 Continued on page 8
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ECP Student Appearing in 
‘Miss Saigon’ on Broadway

Samuel Li Weintraub is not your typical 
five-year-old, and yet, he is.

Like most kids his age, he attends pre-
school (at the Early Childhood Program in 
Greenburgh) and builds stuff with Legos that 
he scatters across the living room floor in his 
family’s Hartsdale home.

But four nights a week, after a blessed 
afternoon nap, he hops into the car with his 
father Robert or his mother Lin, heads into 
Manhattan and takes the stage on Broadway 
to perform as Tam, the son of the tragic 
heroine in “Miss Saigon” (For two of the four 
performances he is a standby for Tam and 
plays an “Exodus Child” in a chorus scene at 
the end of Act 1.)

Samuel’s debut in the revival was literally 
an overnight flurry of unexpected activity 
when Lin, a piano player and teacher, was 
approached by a student whose husband is 
an acting agent. “She told me that I should 
contact her husband about getting Samuel 
into acting,” said Lin. 

Lin contacted the agent, fully expecting 
that she would not hear back. But over the 
following week, that one decision snowballed 
into a frenzy of activity that ultimately ended 
with Samuel on the Broadway stage. “At one 
point,” said Lin, “they asked me for a resume 
and I had to pull something together. What 
five-year-old has a resume?”

Just one week after contacting the agent, 
Samuel and his mother found themselves 
on Valentine’s Day in New York City, 
auditioning for the part of Tam along with 
11 other children. 

Nervous parents had to wait outside 
during the auditions, and some children left 
early and in tears. But when Samuel emerged 
from the auditions and his mother asked him 
how it went, he simply said, “It was fun.”

The other young children may have been 
scared off by the “loud noises” produced 
during the audition, and the producers knew 
what they were doing. In “Miss Saigon,” a 
tragic love story set in war-torn Vietnam, 

Tam appears in one scene during which he 
is grabbed and threatened with a knife by the 
antagonist in the show, Thuy. Tam’s onstage 
mother Kim, played in the revival by Eva 
Nobelzada (recently nominated for a Tony 
Award for Best Actress in a Musical), pulls out 

Congratulations to the Greenburgh Central School 
District PTA Council for a successful Second Annual 
Evening of Elegance and Recognition held at Stone 
Manor in Hawthorne on June 2. 

More than 180 parents, staff members, administrators 
and community members gathered together to honor 
the often “unsung heroes” that make the school district 
run. The emcee for the evening was Kaye Jackson, and 
Superintendent of Schools Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase 
greeted the crowd over dinner, followed up by Board of 
Education President David Warner. 

The Invocation was delivered by Deacon Gary 
Wilson of the First Community Baptist Church. 
Congratulations to all of the honorees:

Samuel Weintraub with the “Miss Saigon” lead, Eva 
Noblezada.             Photograph by Matthew Murphy

Continued on page 7

PTA Council Holds Evening of Elegance

• Valerie Miller
• Daymon S. Yizar
• Deborah Diones
• Douglas Scarinci
• Lori Lwanga
• Marguerite Clarkson
• Marian Nangle
• Lina Amendola
• Melody Brabham

• Officer David Zenon
• Steven Lewis
• Deborah Paruolo
• Virginia Montesione  

(posthumously)
• Jonathan Lewis
• David Vandiver
• Patrick J. Papaccio
• Reginald L. Wilson
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Woodlands Middle School students spent 
April 28 at the Art of Happiness, a half-day of 
workshops designed to provide students with 
a theme of mind, body and spirit – and the 
emphasis was on happiness. 

Students had their choice of two workshop 
tracks and were able to participate in yoga, 
creative movement, personal power and 
positive identity, anime, “Put on a Happy Face,” 
“Johann Sebastian Golf”, good mood  foods, 
“Boyfriends, Girlfriends and Your Future in 
Life,” an outdoors trek, color therapy, the “No 
Gym Workout,” What’s Your Story, and You 
Rocks (affirmation stones). 

The day was kicked off with a performance 
by Open Thought’s Hip Hop Connections, 
which teaches the history behind Hip Hop 
and its elements. Students got a chance to 
try their hand at “scratching” with a DJ, 
breakdancing, and improvised rap.

The Art of Happiness Steering Committee 
included Assistant Principal Ashley Jackson, 
Director of Arts, Music and Special Programs 
Miriam Bernabei, Library Media Specialist Joy 
Alter and social studies teacher Kasie Peralta.

Almost 800 Greenburgh students, fami-
ly members, staff members and community 
members converged on the New York Mets’ 
Citifield May 31 to watch the Mets play the 
Milwaukee Brewers, enjoy music by our own 
students, and cheer on Superintendent of 
Schools Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase as she 
threw the ceremonial first pitch of the game.

The evening began with toe-tapping 

performances by the RJ Bailey and Woodlands 
jazz bands, who performed just outside the 
stadium for crowds arriving to the game. The 
bands were directed by Danielle Weinberg 
and Brian Kennedy.

Inside the stadium, just prior to the game, 
Dr. Chase and Highview Principal Gary  
Mastrangelo were ushered onto the field, 
where Dr. Chase threw the ceremonial pitch 
to Mr. Mastrangelo, who was the catcher. 
The moment was caught on the Citifield 
jumbotron, along with video of our students 
performing. Greenburgh students and families 
also had the chance to walk out on the field’s 
“warning track” just before the game, and the 
Greenburgh contingent was seated in the Big 
Apple Reserve section for special guests.

The event was co-sponsored by the District 
and the GCSD PTA Council and a portion 
of the ticket sales will go toward the PTA 
Scholarship Fund. Aramark, the District’s 
lunch vendor, also provided ticketholders with 
vouchers for free hot dogs and soft drinks.

Art of Happiness Day at Woodlands Middle School

Greenburgh Takes the Field at 
Citifield With Almost 800 Supporters
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Congratulations to Woodlands High 
School’s production of “Seussical,” which 
received three Metro Award nominations in 
the spring. Directed by Heather Rocker, the 
show received nominations in the categories 
of Best Student Orchestra (congratulations 
to our music director Brian Kennedy), 
Outstanding Duet for “Alone in the Universe” 
performed by Athena Scott as Horton & 
Liam Torchia as JoJo, and Best Featured 
Ensemble Member for Justin Sanchez.

The Metro Awards, more formally known 
as the Metropolitan High School Theater 
Awards, are the local high school equivalent 
of the Tony Awards, and are co-sponsored 
by the Helen Hayes Youth Theatre and 
The Journal News. Judges, who visit the 
productions each spring, are individuals 
with a background in all aspects of theater 
— vocal, acting and dance performance, 

scenic design, lighting design or costume 
production — or teachers who are devoted 
musical theater aficionados.

Several performances of the Woodlands 
High School production of “Seussical” were 
held in late April, and included an “opening 
night” performance that was preceded by a 
special dinner for community members and 
introductions of the cast.

Congratulations to Greenburgh’s six teachers who 
earned tenure at the Board of Education’s May 23 
meeting. The tenured teachers were introduced by 
their building principals, and the Board celebrated the 
teachers with refreshments and flowers.

The newly tenured teachers are: 
• Woodlands Middle/High School’s  

Victoria Stellato and Brian Kennedy
• RJ Bailey’s Alyssa Hirshberg
• Highview’s Nicole Basciano  

and Michael McHale
• Lee F. Jackson’s Tara Parker

Six Greenburgh Teachers Awarded Tenure

Woodlands High School Musical 
Nominated for Three Metro Awards

When the Harlem Wizards visit, hilarity 
ensues! Once again, the Harlem Wizards 
visited Woodlands Middle/High School 
on May 19, and it was a great time for 
everyone. They playfully competed against 
the Greenburgh Central School District 
team of teachers and administrators, who 
were good sports and gamefully tried 
their best to keep up. Great team spirit, 
Greenburgh! 

The Harlem Wizards
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The Greenburgh Central School District 
held its annual Art Gallery Opening at 
Greenburgh Town Hall on May 11, to mark 
the fact that a huge gallery of student artwork 
will adorn the walls and hallways of the Town 
Hall through the end of June. The program 
included remarks from Director of Arts Miriam 
Bernabei, Greenburgh’s Executive Director 
of Arts and Culture Sarah Bracey-White, 
Greenburgh Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase, and Board of 
Education President David Warner.

“The Greenburgh Schools are cultivating 
something in these children’s lives that will 
stay forever,” said Ms. Bracey-White. Ms. 
Bernabei acknowledged the hard work of 
art teachers Dawn Weiss, Tara Peters, Claire 
Cronin, Bracken Feldman, Mary Frances 
Perkins and Constantine Andreadis.

Mr. Warner noted that each piece of art in 
the gallery is unique. “There are no points for 
originality in standardized tests, but we think 
originality is important. The world runs on 
its diversity.”

“There won’t be jobs for people to do 
routine work in the future because machines 
will do it faster and cheaper,” said Mr. 
Warner. “What people will be better at than 
robots is creating new things. Student art is 
an expression of creativity and originality. 
The world needs creative thinkers to solve 

problems, and our students need to be creative 
to survive and thrive in our increasingly 
technological world.”

Before the packed house of parents and 
students toured the gallery, they were treated 
to performances by the RJ Bailey School Jazz 
Band, directed by Danielle Weinberg, and 

the RJ Bailey Chorus, led by Bob Lance. 
Justin Sanchez, a student at Woodlands 
Middle School, also performed spoken word 
pieces. In addition, those touring the gallery 
were able to use QR codes to watch videos 
of the artists speaking about their works 
hanging in the gallery.

The 2017 Science Extravaganza was a blast! With a subtitle of 
“Necessity is the Mother of Invention,” the June 8 event included 20 
different demonstration classrooms that students and families could visit, 
covering topics that included Lego Innovation, balanced pH, Adaptive 
Technology, 6th grade computer coding, 3-D printing, a Makerspace 
where students could create “pet robots,” biology demonstrations by 

the chemical company BASF, a demonstration of the high school’s cool 
NAO robot, water testing, Expressions of STEAM, a petting zoo, a 
science fair expo area, DNA testing protocols by Regeneron, and the 
mobile digital experience by the Digital Arts Van. In addition, visitors 
could watch “The Greatest Story Never Told,” a theatrical presentation 
about the country’s first African American pilot to fly coast to coast.

Art Gallery Opens with Fanfare at Town Hall

Science Extravaganza Entertains Students with 
Starlab, Animals, Digital Arts, DNA Testing and More
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a gun and kills the man threatening her son.
Samuel, who loves the “Miss Saigon” music 

and wants to hear it constantly, “knows that 
this is play-acting, and that the scenes are not 
real,” said his father.

Robert has been a fan of “Miss Saigon” 
since first seeing the original production years 
ago in New York. To prepare Samuel, he and 
Lin found an online video of the scene in 
which Kim shoots Thuy in front of the boy. 
“We knew there were intense scenes in the 
show and explained that to him,” said Robert. 
“His answer was, ‘I want to be the Tam.’”

Robert, who works in the watch and 
jewelry industry, but is also a trained former 
professional opera singer, knew that Samuel had 
an interest in performing and musical theater. 
When he was just four years old last October, 
Samuel performed a number from the musical 
“Big Fish” with his father in a Broadway revue 
concert in Greenwich, CT, and loved it. 

After the auditions, life became a sudden 
flurry of activity for the family. Samuel had a 
contract the following day, a Wednesday, and 
his parents had to obtain a temporary work 
permit, doctors’ records, and notes from his 
school. By Thursday, Feb. 16, Samuel was in 
his first rehearsal for “Miss Saigon” on the 
stage of The Broadway Theater. The show 

opened in previews on March 1st with the 
formal opening night on March 23rd.

Samuel currently performs four times a 
week, where he plays Tam in 2 performances 
and Exodus Child, which the children refer to 
as “Bonus Tam,” in a scene at the end of act 
one of “Miss Saigon” when the refugees board a 
boat. Currently, the show features four children, 
one four-year-old boy, two five-year-old boys, 
and one six-year-old girl playing the part of 
Tam and Exodus Child on a rotating basis. 

Getting Samuel on a schedule to do the show 
has been the Weintraub’s biggest challenge. He 
attends half-day classes at the Early Childhood 
Center, takes an afternoon nap, and then heads 
on show days into New York, where he has a 
2:15 pm call for matinee performances and 
an 8:15 pm call for evening performances to 
report backstage. Some nights, he may not get 
to bed until after midnight. So that afternoon 
nap is a lifesaver.

Samuel has been in the ECP program, 
which the Weintraub’s called “a really good 
fit for our son,” since last January.

Samuel with his parents, Robert and Lin.

Samuel Weintraub...
Continued from page 3

have been accepted to colleges and universities 
that include Cornell University, University 
of Notre Dame, UMass-Amherst, Duquesne 
University, Syracuse University, Northeastern 
University College of Engineering, Alabama 
A&M, Hofstra University, Rochester Institute 
of Technology, University of Buffalo School 
of Engineering, Virginia State University, 
Stevens Institute of Technology, Stony Brook 
University, Brown University, Buffalo State 
University, George Mason University, and 
others. To date, our seniors have been awarded 
almost $6 million in scholarships and grants.

It has also been a great year of 
community engagement and partnerships. 
Our Greenburgh Takes the Field Day 
was an unqualified success with almost 
800 community members, students 
and families watching the Mets game 
against the Milwaukee Brewers, walking 
the coveted “warning track” at Citifield, 
and seeing their nervous superintendent 
throw the ceremonial first pitch. Our jazz 
bands from Woodlands and RJ Bailey did 
a terrific job of warming up the arriving 
Mets fans with fabulous musical numbers, 
and our own cafeteria vendor, Aramark, 

even came through with food vouchers 
for everyone.

An important note to let you know 
about a resolution approved by our Board 
of Education at its June 6th meeting. Please 
be advised of the following school hours for 
students for the 2017-18 school year:

• Early Childhood Program
Full Day Program 9:00 am - 3:30 pm
Half Day Morning Program 
9:00 am - 11:30 am
Half Day Afternoon Program 
1:00 - 3:30 pm
• Lee F. Jackson Elementary School
8:40 am - 3:35 pm
• Highview Elementary School
8:40 am - 3:35 pm
• Richard J Bailey Elementary School
8:00 am - 3:05pm
• *Woodlands Middle/High School
8:00 am - 2:45 pm
*Please note the adjustment to the school hours 
at Woodlands Middle/High School for the 
2017-18 school year.  

We are starting our secondary school 35 
minutes later to allow students additional 
sleep and rest before their school day 

begins. As recently as April, the American 
Academy of Sleep Medicine and American 
Psychological Association urged schools 
to strongly consider a later start time 
for middle and high school students to 
encourage better attendance, improve 
driver safety to and from school and reduce 
fatigue during the day.  Moreover, research 
demonstrates a later start of school provides 
for better learning outcomes for adolescent 
students. We will carefully monitor the 
outcomes of our decision to change the 
school hours at our middle/high school.  
Parents will be officially notified about 
the new school hours before the 2017-18 
school year.   

 We look forward to welcoming all 
students back to school and greeting new 
ones on Tuesday, Sept. 5, 2017.

The Greenburgh Central School District 
staff, faculty, administrators and I look 
forward to your continued partnership in 
the next school year. Please look for district 
and school-based updates throughout the 
summer via social media, our mobile app, 
our website and through the mail. I wish you 
and your family a joyous summer!

Sincerely,
Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase
Superintendent of Schools

Letter from Superintendent
Continued from page 1
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Q. What books or authors have inspired 
you over the years?

A. A book we read last year called (Liz 
Murray’s memoir) “Breaking Night.” It’s 
a true story, which I like, and it was about 
the author’s perseverance and her struggle to 
overcome a lot of personal obstacles.

Q. How would your friends describe you?
A. I think they would say I’m friendly. I 

feel like I welcome new people and maybe 
have a friendly face.

Q. Do you have any idea what you would 
like to do for a living someday?

A. I just hope to enter a field that I love 
and hope that it’s not just a “job” to me. 

Q. Is there anything else people might 
want to know about you?

A. Only that if you apply yourself, you 
can do it. I only say that because when I was 
in elementary school, I was in the so-called 
“slower” classes. But once I reached middle 
school, the teachers recognized my strengths 
and moved me up. It’s important to keep 
pushing on your own behalf so that others 
see what you’re capable of doing.

Q. What books or authors inspire you?
A. My favorite book ever is “To Kill a 

Mockingbird.” I also loved Tim O’Brien’s 
“The Things They Carried” (a collection 
of linked short stories about a platoon of 
American soldiers in the Vietnam War).  lt 
was an emotional book that helped me to 
understand what war means and how it 
affects people on an individual basis. 

Q. How would your friends describe you?
A. I think my friends would say I’m polite, 

caring, generous, and introverted.

Q. Is there anything else you would want 
people to know?

A. Although I am the valedictorian, I don’t 
believe that grades or ranks define a whole 
student. That’s not all you are, and it’s not 
all I am. People have interests, passions, 
flaws, they’re complex, they have emotions, 
and lots of other things that define them. 
One grade does not determine who you are. 
Don’t measure yourself against others.  Just 
be proud of yourself.

Chanya Holness...
Continued from page 2

Kaisy Gutierrez...
Continued from page 2

• An invitation to Superintendent of Schools 
Dr. Tahira A. DuPree Chase to speak at a panel 
discussion held by the Empire Westchester 
Women’s Council of Realtors in April.

• We have implemented more efficient 
ways to communicate with the public over 
the past year, including the launch of a 
well-designed and improved website, which 
was launched in January. 

• Work is continuing on rebranding the 
District through the redesign of our District 
logo and our mascot, the Falcon. Stationery, 
business cards and other materials have been 
streamlined and our message and “brand” 
more easily identifiable through this effort. 

• Our communication, video and web team 
members are working together to improve our 
messaging, with our social media channels 
increasing in popularity.  For example, the 
district’s Facebook page in July of 2016 was 
being followed by 457 fans, and has increased 
to 724 fans and has become the District’s “de 
facto” town square for information.

 3. Align & Articulate Curriculum
We established this goal to specifically 

improve student achievement in literacy 
and numeracy by 5 percent for 80 percent 
of our students. This will be measured in 
grades K-8 through the iReady assessment 
and in grade 9-12 by the English Language 
Arts and Algebra Regents exam results. The 
results of the iReady testing will be available 
by year-end, and presented to the Board of 
Education at its summer retreat. Results of 

the ELA and Algebra state assessments are 
still being verified by the New York State 
Education Department. 

4. Stabilize Leadership
• We began the school year by filling 

key positions on the administrative team, 
including two dean positions at the Middle/
High School and creating a Director of 
STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, 
Arts and Mathematics) position. 

• The District also expanded the Universal 
Design for Learning program districtwide by 
holding five training events that involved the 
entire instructional staff and a parent training 
event in January. Further training events are 
planned for 2017.

5. Fiscal Stability & Efficiency
The Board’s goal was to develop a five-

year budget plan that illustrates cost saving 
measures, and to implement more efficient 
ways to communicate with the public for 
academic year 2016-17.

• The Business Office plans to create a 
budget category summary for each year of 
the next five years, and an accompanying line 
graph of the budget totals for all five years.

• This improved budget analysis will be 
better informed by multi-year employment 
contracts, and we are pleased that the 
Greenburgh Teachers Federation contract 
was ratified on Jan. 27.

• Budget projections will be completed 
once the budget vote cycle is complete.

Sincerely,
David Warner
President, Greenburgh Board of Education 
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